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Remembering Creston High School

By Pete Tabberer

Creston High School has
been a Plainfield Avenue
landmark since it was first
opened as a junior high
school in 1926. After its ini-
tial construction it was con-
verted to a high school and
expanded several times. The
building grew to its present
form with the addition of the
athletic facilities in 1980.

Earlier this year it was
announced that Creston
High School will close and
City High School and Middle
School will move into the
building for the 2013-14 school year. Thus,
while one storied chapter of our neighbor-
hood’s history comes to a close, another
begins.

I did not have the honor of attending
Creston High, and thus feel unqualified to
chronicle the memories and experiences of
the students who learned and grew there.
Instead I will let some of my favorite imag-
es from Creston’s yearbook, the Saga,
speak for me. In this way we would like to
welcome the new students who will soon
Top: Creston High School with construction nearly complete, walk Creston’s halls, and remember all
circa 1923 (GRPL, Collection 54). those students who are proud to call them-
selves Polar Bears.

Bottom: Creston’s a cappella choir performs for President
Nixon and Vice President Ford in the White House Rose See more pictures on page 5.
Garden as part of their Spring Tour to Washington and New
York in 1971

All yearbook photos courtesy: Grand Rapids Public Library.




Local food options in Creston

By Lance Kraai

According to most esti-
mates the average fruit or
vegetable purchased in the
US travels 1,500 miles be-
fore arriving on your plate.
To put that in perspective,
1,500 miles from your quaint
Creston neighborhood home
will put you on the Texas/
Mexico border, Salt Lake
City, Utah, or perhaps—
most appealing of all this
time of year—-Miami, Florida.

So why does this matter?
Well for a lot of reasons.
First, when food travels it
uses carbon-emitting fuel.
Second, when food travels it
goes bad. For all the food
grown for US consumption,
40% goes to waste. This is
compounded by the fact that
only 3% of our food is com-
posted, which means a lot of
food ends up in our landfills
where it breaks down with-
out oxygen-releasing me-
thane.

Local food is also healthi-
er. Food picked to travel
well, is picked early. So
those tomatoes from Miami,
Florida are picked firm and
green, before they are at
their nutritional best. Fur-
ther, after being picked the
tomatoes immediately start
shedding nutritional value.
In other words, there i1s a
reason why a cherry tomato
plucked right from the vine
tastes incredible. Our tastes
buds are aware that some-
thing beautiful is happening
in that perfectly ripe, super
fresh explosion of juice.

Thankfully Creston has some
fantastic local food options:

1. To buy CSA shares or fresh
produce from a farm stand,
check out New City Urban
Farm, which grows all of its food
on a two-acre field right in the
neighborhood. For more infor-
mation contact Lance Kraai. See
below for contact information.

2. To grow your own food at a
community garden, check out
the Creston Community Gar-
dens on Facebook or email An-
drea Hensen at crestoncommu-
nitygardens@gmail.com.

3. To shop for Michigan grown
produce, check out Kingma’s
Market, which often has a good
local food selection. Some neigh-
borhood restaurants like Gray-
don’s Crossing and Red Jet Cafe
offer local food options on their
menus as well.

NOW EBT

COMPLIANT!

Summer Food Stand
Thursday 4pm-6pm
June 20th—End of October

For more information visit: newcityneighbors.com
www.facebook.com/NewCityUrbanFarm
or contact Lance Kraai at lancek@newcityneighbors.org

New City Urban Farm is a
CSA farm and a youth
employment program that is
part of New City Neighbors.

Located at 1226 Union Ave.

CSA Shares
022 Weeks
oFull Shares
eHalf Shares
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7th Annual

Wednesday, May 1 5

formerly the

The Rezervolr  sserctonse
1418 Plainfield Avenue

L -v~.

CRESTON

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

ART
BATTLE

6 pmdoors, 8 pm auction

NE

for

COMMUNITY

Local artists
battlein
aneighborhood
known for doing
good.

crestongr.com

hostedp

1€d by
Rapid Growth's
Tommy Allen

www.crestongr.com
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Local artist profile: Erick Picardo

By: Jonathan Seely

The following story is based on a
transcript of Deborah Eid’s interview
with  Erick Picardo. Visit the
Rapidian.org to see a video of the full
interview.

For Grand Rapids-based artist
Erick Picardo, a visit to the Unit-
ed States has turned into over a
20 year stay.

Picardo attended a university
in the Dominican Republic,
where he earned a visual arts
degree. He is also a musician,
who says he got his beginnings
playing on buckets that he and
his friends would collect, but
says that art came first for him.

He believes that in art, when you Photo by: Pete Tabberer

get into the vocational process, is

when you "get into really good Eric Picardo works on a piece for the 2012 Art Battle for Community, at Saze-
stuff." rac Lounge.

The Dominican Republic na- : :
tive first came to the United 5 o Y A
States in 1994. Picardo came SR PN =g o
with plans to visit family mem-
bers in New York City. On his
visit to New York, he made plans
to visit a friend in Grand Rapids.
Two weeks later, he found him-

self with a job at a factory mak- TlIES])AY NIGHTS WEI)NESDAY NIGHTS

ing and finishing wood doors.. 6:30pm 6:00pm
Picardo says the experience 4-Person Teams « $11/person Adult/Child 2-Person Teams
was good for him as an artist. He 9 Weeks - Starts April 30th $13/team

$1000 for First Place 9 Weeks « Starts May 1st

would paint doors "in a flash Pizza Party the Last Night of Bowling!

with a large machine, a huge
contrast to his work with brush-

es and paint on canvas. TH“RSDAY N]GHTS FRIDAY HIGH SCHOOL,

Six years later, in 2000, the

time came for a vacation back to A-perién ?;:,?,':gs/person BOWIJ]NGPREP ]JFAAG‘IE

the Dominican Republic to visit 9 Weeks - Starts May 2nd ! :=15Pm$ )

: : : . Enioy a Fun Night Out! 2-Person Teams « $6/person
family and friends, .and fqr -Plcar joy g o WedkasStarts My 3rd
do to announce.hls decision to ForBowlersintiested In
move to the United States. The Bowling in High School.
decision was emotionally chal- )J

lenging for everyone, as he says

his family and friends share a - ‘ - L'A-NE!%LD

very tight bond. v - l
/ 7 2222 Plainfield Ave., NE
Grand Rapids, M1 49505
See: Picardo, Page 6 N www.northfieldlanes.com
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Remembering Creston High School
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i»\ v Left: Varsity Football, 1951
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@,‘ U &_' « Below Right: Creston Aeroplane Club, 1936
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Below Left: Drum Majors, 1939
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Above Right:
State Champion
Volleyball team,
1980

Right, Homecom-
ing court, 1971
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Picardo, cont. from page 4

Part of Picardo's inspiration
comes from challenging the pre-
conceived notions of life in the
Dominican Republic. He says
that his people are often seen as
"third world," a stereotype he
fights with beautiful, bold colors
inspired by life on the island.

According to Picardo, he uses
his art "to show exactly who we
[citizens of the Dominican Re-
public | are."

Since coming to Grand Rapids,
Picardo says his art has changed
a lot. He recalls one particular
experience at his first Grand
Rapids showing, "Red Triangle"
back in 1994, that opened his
eyes to a new direction in his
work. A woman, whom he recalls
as being "very professional,"
came into the exhibit and re-
marked how "pornographic" art-
ists from the Dominican Repub-
lic are.

At the time, Picardo says his
paintings were much more sen-
sual. Since then, he's moved on
in a different direction, which
has opened up his work to a new,
broader audience.

Part of that audience comes
from his involvement for the past
three years in Art Battle for
Community, an annual event put
on by the Creston Neighborhood
Association. The event invites
artists to come and participate
by creating art live, in front of an
audience, with their art auc-
tioned off after the competition.

In the 2012 event, Picardo not
only placed first in the competi-
tion, but his painting went to
high bidders City Manager Greg
Sundstrom and his wife. Picardo
says the event is important to
him, because it allows him to
help the community to be better,
and use his art to address situa-
tions in society. It's also a great

opportunity to collaborate with
other artists and support the
community.

Right now, Picardo is working
on becoming a US citizen, but
there are obstacles in his way.
After completing all the neces-
sary paperwork, he says the last
hurdle is the financial aspect of
the process, which is quite ex-
pensive. He views it as an im-
portant step in his life in the US,
as it affords him a chance to
have his voice heard through vot-
ing. He hopes the step will help
him advance his international
career, and allow his Caribbean
voice to be heard in the US.

Picardo's art can be viewed on
Facebook at his
PICARD O Art page. Follow
him on Twitter at @PicardoArt.

REALTOR®

LORRAINE SCHULTZ, CRS, ABR

(616) 949-9400 OFFICI

= — SE-SVE-SE
\ 160 & Ed's Aurto Servi

(616) 949-6579 FAX
(616) 690-6060 CELI
Ischultz@grar.com

3744 28111 ST SI
GRAND RAPIDS, Ml 49512 I
www.CBGreatlakes.com/lLorraine Schulz

Each Office Is Independently
Owned and Operated

| Quality Repairs For Over 55 Years
| Brakes « Exhaust ¢ Tires « Tune-Ups

COLDWELL (@ Shocks « Batteries & Accessories_ .
e \) 10% Off Parts
AIS - SCHMIDT =) Bz

Certified Mechanics Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
1576 Plainfield Ave. NE « Grand Rapids, Ml

| H

616 363 861 i Not Including Batteries & Tires ; )
I

I

Open:

.Q O'Brien & O'Brien, D.D.S., PC

A Proud Supporter
of the CNA

H-J450 ¢ Pax [B16) 3063335 « mpkT

Dr. Jon G. O'Brien

(616) 361-2617 * FAX: (616) 361-2390
1503 Coit NE, Grand Rapids, M| 49505
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Plant trees for Arbor Day

By: Caroline

It was a native of Detroit who
first established Arbor Day about
140 years ago. After moving to
Nebraska and missing Michi-
gan’s tree-filled landscape, Julius
Morton set about planting and
caring for trees and encouraging
others to do the same. Arbor Day
is now widely observed around
the world as a day set aside for
planting, nurturing and celebrat-
ing the importance of trees.

Arbor Day is an excellent time
to take note of the trees around
your home and in your neighbor-
hood. It is a worthwhile exercise
to be proactive, noting what
needs to be pruned and watching
for evidence of disease, so you
can keep your trees healthy, even
planting additional trees to
maintain a continuous tree cano-
py for generations to come.

In Michigan, Arbor Day is ob-
served on the last Friday in
April, and the Friends of Grand
Rapids Parks is organizing a
community event to celebrate the
day by planting 150 trees in our
own Riverside Park. This plant-
ing will help to replace some of
the 400 ash trees in the park

devastated by the emerald ash
borer.

You don’t need to have tree-
planting experience to join 1in,
though you will know how to
plant your own trees once you
are done! Join the fun of getting
to know a new neighbor and do-
ing something lasting for our
community. Come, rain or shine,
with a pair of gloves and a will-
ingness to get dirt on your jeans
on Saturday April 27 8:30-1,
meet at the Riverbend Shelter at
Riverside Park.

For easy sign up visit:
wmac.eventbrite.com. To get
GRCity points visit:

points.mygrcity.us/volunteering
or simply ring 581.7164.

Living Green in Creston (CNA’s
environmental committee) will be
there! Hope we see you there too!

’ 1) Dig up and label your extra perennials

~~ 3) Come, share and socialize.

| Information available on native plants.
| Master gardenerswill be on hand to

Living Green in Creston’s
Annual Perennial Exchange.

to trade and share with neighbors.
(No invasive species, please!)

2) Don’t worry if you don’t have any to
share — experienced gardeners love to
help those who are just starting out.

answer your questions.

Same location as last year!!
Aberdeen Park, 798 Evelyn NE
$1 entry, CNA members free
Questions: Linda (616) 364-9724

o Auto Body Repair
o Auto Glass
i e Auto Detailing

STAR Collision

CARSTAR.

~ N s Aulo Body Repair Experts

N We’re The Experts in:
e Auto Restoration

e Auto Customizing
o Headlight Restoration

STAR Collision CARSTAR

1560 Plainfield Ave NE, Grand Rapids, Ml 43505
616-364-6222 Fax: 616-364-7824
carstan@StarCollisionCarstar.com ﬂ

616.459.4167

Just a GTONESTHROW Away!

www.stonesthrowliving.com

www.crestongr.com
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A minimalist approach to Crime Prevention

By Mac Brown

Prevention always should be
our first choice for reducing
crime. As we thaw out for anoth-
er great Michigan spring lets
dust off the skills we have picked
up by meeting with our local
neighborhood watch, perusing
the internet on how to engage in
your neighborhood, and by read-
ing these wonderful public safety
articles.

Yelled, politely, across the
street, a “hey neighbor, the tu-
lips are looking great this
spring” 1s a great way to break
the ice and get to know your
neighbor. Chances are your
neighbor will look for the next
opportunity to say “hi” back to
you, and if he happens to prevent
someone from walking off with
your golf clubs because you for-
got to put your garage door down
that day, well, crime prevented.

A desire for you to return the
favor someday hopefully will
compel you to look out for other
neighbors as well. Congratula-
tions, you have taken ownership
of your block and the activities
that affect the quality of life of
you and your neighbors. You
probably also made a friend or
two.

Reporting suspicious activity
1s imperative to crime preven-
tion. When encouraging report-
ing I get questions like this one:
“but Mac, how do I know if what
I'm looking at is suspicious activ-
ity?” Well, I say, “by connecting
with your neighbors and being
involved in your community, it
will help you to determine the
dynamic and culture of your
block.” That knowledge, coupled
with that innate gut feeling that

something is wrong and out of
place when you see it, should be
enough to get you to call the
GRPD to report suspicious be-
havior.

CNA also has additional infor-
mation to help you determine
suspicious activity as well as oth-
er crime prevention materials
you can access when life permits
you time to work beyond the
minimalist approach when en-
gaging with your block.

In review, follow these two
simple steps to keep your neigh-
borhood safe this spring and
summer: know your neighbors
and call police when your judg-
ment tells you something is
wrong. You are not bothering
them because you called on a
hunch. The GRPD thrives on
hunches which lead to the infor-
mation that helps them resolve
the issues you are experiencing.

Numbers to call:

Police Non-Emergency: 616-456-
3400 (for suspicious behavior
and quality of life issues)

For emergencies/crimes in pro-
gress: 911 (and if you can’t de-
cide which number to call, call
911)

COMMISSIONER RUTH

K

GRAND RAPIDS’ GREAT 2ND WARD!

th and Laurie Williams,
Creston Business Association

IMPROVING OUR
NEIGHBORHOODS
rkelly@grcity.us 616.238.9370
kellyforgr.com

ag 9503
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Meet our new intern: Mc:rkI

This spring the Creston
Neighborhood Association has a
new college intern. Mark Vander
Heide is a senior at Calvin Col-
lege and is studying Sociology.

He currently lives in one of
Calvin’s community houses in
the neighborhood (named
Nizhon1); that’s where he first
heard about CNA.

This spring, in his internship,
Mark is specifically focusing on
the aging population of Creston.
He is trying to find out what
needs they have here in Creston

and how best to meet
those needs.

CNA desires to pro-
vide resources enabling
people to continue to
live here as they age,
and to people with
those resources.

o

CHESHIRE

BARBER SHOP
616-361-1311

2172 PLAINFIELD N.E., GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49505

Kay Pharmacy
& Home Medical Equipment

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm
Saturday 9am-1pm - Closed Sunday

Walk Ins or by Appointment

Serving you 24/7 at www.kaypharmacy.com

HEFFRON
ARM

=T e - <
/‘:;, L/F > -,-,'*

/NN

MARKET

Providing you with natural, locally
grown meats, dairy and more!
Convenient locations:

Belding*Plainfield * Wyoming*Cascade

Located in Plainfield Plaza
Visit us online at

www.heffronfarms.com
616-794-2527

Standlng Up for Creston:
Rosalynn Bliss

Elissa Hillary stands with Rosalynn!

Please contact me

at 889-1277

, if there is anything
Wi can do to be helpful.

Connect in Person!
COFFEES WITH BLISS:

Wednesday, April 10 at 7:30 am
Common Ground on Fulton

Tuesday, May 7 at noon
Rico’s Deli, 940 Monroe

Spring 2013
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As of: 4/2/2013

Aldrich, William

Allen, Nancy

Aten, Dave & Sandi

Bachle Fifer, Anne & Mark Fifer
Baker, Sean & Lauren
Barker, Phil and Joanne
Bauer, Louise

Bennett, Janet

Bilski, Diana & Larry

Bos, Abram & Oosterhouse, Deborah
Botwinski, Charles & Laura
Bowman, Andrew & DeBie-Bowman,
Rose

Brownell, Tony

Buhl, Janette

Capps, Larry & Sue

Carey, Corinne

Clarke, Adam & Tiffany
D'Addario, Kimberly
DeBoer, Nancy

DeLuca, Jolene

Derks, Harold & Carol
Deschaine, Tom & Jodi
Dieleman, Jim and Arliss
Disosway, Glenn and Sue
Domanski, Anne

Edwards, James and Kendra
Eid, Deborah

Essenberg, Penny

Firlik, Michael & Terri
Fisher, Randy and Diana
Francisco, Dave & Jan

Gort, Vernon and Elaine
Gottschalk, Thomas & Laura

Welcome New & Renewing Members!

Haan, Paul and Nietling, Julie

Haight, Marvin & Delores
Hamm, Chris & Elizabeth
Hansen, Joette

Harvey, Fred and Sue

Hendricks, George W. & Vera

Hennessy, Carol
Hildenbrand, Senator Dave

Jensen, Elizabeth & Miller, Bruce

Johnson, Molly A.
Johnson, Rich & April
Kaupa, Chris

Kirvan, Dave & Mary
Kloska, Scott

Koenen, Mary

Kooyer, William & Doris
Kraai, Lance & Daina
Krupnik, Nicole

Langel, Nate

Linden, Michael & Corita
Lindhout, Dave

Locke, Richard & Joyce
Long, Valeria

Longwell, Paulette
Lovall, Jeff & Shellie
Lutley, Mike & Kathy
Lyons, Eugene & Jean
Markle, Margaret & Roger
McDowell, Beau & Rebekah
Mellon, Pat &Tom
Mieras, Rose

Miller, Maria

Mitchell, Kim

Moore, John & Paula

Morse, Katey & Andrew
Morsink, Dr. Helen

Noel, Nancy

Owen, Lisa & Jim
Paasche, Linda & Bob
Page, David

Palmer, Lea

Pell, Carolyn

Powers, Joni & Vern
Preston, Glenn H.

Rinck, James & Debra
Ringler, Ruth

Ristau, Elfi

Rodgers, Patricia
Rusthoven, Audrey
Ruzicka-Savage, Mary
Sage, Paul

Saigeon, Ann

Savickas, Ann

Sawyer, Bob & Lois
Scanlon, Daniel and Jan
Schmidt, John

Schriber, Shirley

Shaver, Kyle & Danielle
Soechtig, Dr. Eugene and Patty
Spaulding, Denise & Larry
St Amour, Amanda
Stancliff, Toni

Stanford, Barbara & Coleman, Mark
Stuckhardt, Sandy & Kim
Swart, Hank & Jeane
Swets, Gary

Tabberer, Julie & Pete
Taylor, Win & Rita

Therriault, Renee

Thomas, Jeanne

Tingley, Margaret

Usakowski, Ann

VanderLende, Gary

VanDyke, David & Christie
VanDyke, David & Lisa

VanOort, Robert

Visscher, Al & Jan

Wert, Kate

Wheeler, Dan & Nowak-Wheeler, Pat
Whittington, Bill & Jane
Wierzbicki, Evelyn

Wimmer, Richard K. and Dorothy E.
Winston, Jeff and Wendy

Wittkoski, Jerome & Irene

Younts, Cassandra & Scott

Zeiser, Larry

Zomermaand, Janine & Robert

Business Members

Berean Baptist Church

Drives Consulting, Inc.

East Shore Co., LLC

FedCom Credit Union

Lacks Enterprises, Inc

My Personal Credit Union
NorthPointe Christian Elementary &
Preschool

Palmer Elementary School

Five area offices:

OUR MEMBERS.

¢ Plainfield, just N. of Leonard
e Burton St., W. of U.S. 131

Why everyone is
recommending your
neighborhood credit union.

At My Personal Credit Union, you’ll save money and time
with our better rates, fewer fees, 28,000 ATMs and free
mobile and online banking services. Best of all, as a not-
for-profit, we’ll help you maximize your money. Stop by or
give us a call today. We’ll personally help you switch.

REDIT UNION

|
C ‘g My Personal

Think outside the bank.

¢ Patterson & Broadmoor S.E.

e 2187 Pt. Sheldon St. in Georgetown

¢ |-96 @ Eastmanville Exit/Coopersville

e o bt e 4 st e oL mOUNG

Ph. 616-452-2161
wWww.mpcu.org
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North End Connection
2013 Issue 1 (Spring)

Creston Neighborhood Association
205 Carrier NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
616.454.7900
WWwWw.crestongr.com

Editor
Pete Tabberer

Staff
Deborah Eid
FExecutive Director
deid@crestongr.com

Mac Brown
Community Safety Organizer
mbrown@crestongr.com

Sue Capps
FExecutive Assistant
scapps@crestongr.com

Board of Directors
Julie Tabberer, President
Glenn Disosway, Vice President
Katey Morse, Secretary
Larry Zeiser. Treasurer

Rafael Castanon
Adam Clarke
Elaine Edmonds
Tiffany Fifer
Tom Mort
Amanda St. Amour
Sandy Stuckhardt

Board meets the 4th Thursday of most
months. 6pm @ CNA offices.

The North End Connection

is a community newsletter published 4
times a year with a circulation of 1000 and
is distributed in various local businesses.
Advertising space is available. Contact our
office for rate information.

The North End Connection is produced by
volunteers and published by the Creston
Neighborhood Association. The views and
opinions expressed are not necessarily
those of the staff, Board of Directors or
membership of the association.

CNA is partially funded by the City of
Grand Rapids Community Development
Block Grant and Justice Assistance Grant
Funded Programs.

Volunteer Opportunities at CNA

Volunteers are important to the Creston Neighborhood Association! If you
would like to get involved, here are some areas where you can help.

YES! Count me in:
Communication Committee: Promote the work of CNA through writing,
photography, and graphic design.

O

O

You may contact me at:

Name:

Email Address:

Phone Number:

Volunteer and Membership Committee: Encourages participation in
Fundraising Committee: Plans & implements events to sustain CNA
services and programs

Living Green in Creston: Promotes the environmental health of the
Creston neighborhood

Mail to: CNA, 205 Carrier NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505

or contact CNA at 454-7900

: Name(s)

|
1 Address

O Yes, | want to support CNA

City

Zip

: Phone

1 Home

1 Total Memberships and contributions enclosed

Work Cell

Email

O I wish to receive my newsletter and alerts electronically
O I would like to be contacted about volunteer opportunities

Please check any options that apply:

O I wish to pay annual resident membership dues of $25 per household
O I wish to pay annual business membership dues of $50 per non-profit

organization or $75 per for profit organization

O I wish to make a contribution of

! Please make check payable to Creston Neighborhood Association and mail it with
; this application to: Creston Neighborhood Association

O

205 Carrier St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505

Check here if you prefer not to be listed in our newsletter

www.crestongr.com
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Change Service Requested

Arbor Day Tree Planting
Saturday, April 27
8:30am @ Riverside Park

‘5 Palmer Health Fair

N o) Saturday, April 27

qC) 10am @ Palmer Elementary (309 Palmer )
O 7th Annual Art Battle for Community
O Wednesday, May 15

._é* 6pm @ Rezervoir Lounge

c

2 Annual Perennial Exchange,

E hosted by Living Green in Creston
& Thursday, May 30

8 6pm @ Aberdeen Park

CNA Board meetings
4th Thursday of most months
6pm@ CNA Offices (205 Carrier)
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